Neuroimaging fails to identify asymptomatic carriers of familial porencephaly.
Familial porencephaly is a rare condition usually transmitted as an autosomal dominant trait with incomplete penetrance. We describe a new family in which six members across four generations had congenital hemiplegia. Cerebral imaging was performed in three patients and showed porencephaly in all cases. In order to provide effective genetic counseling, three asymptomatic carriers were investigated by cerebral computerized tomography (three patients) and cerebral magnetic resonance imaging (one patient). These investigations failed to show any congenital abnormalities. We conclude that cerebral imaging is unreliable to detect obligate carriers of familial porencephaly.